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(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the 

House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KIND addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. SOLIS addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Pat-
rick Murphy) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. PATRICK MURPHY of Pennsyl-
vania addressed the House. His re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ELLISON addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TAYLOR addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HOLT addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

THE WAR IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WA-
TERS) is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker and Members, I am here 
on the floor this evening along with 
some of my other colleagues who have 
been working for almost 4 years to 
bring to the attention of this House the 
mistakes, the errors, the misdirection 
of the President of the United States as 
relates to the war in Iraq. We have 
Members on this floor this evening, 
many of my colleagues, who have not 
only spoken time and time again about 
what is going on in Iraq, but they have 
spoken in their districts and around 
the country, helping people to under-
stand that there are some of us here in 
the Congress of the United States who 
do not support this war. 

We support our troops. They are 
there because they have been told by 
the President of the United States that 
they should volunteer to serve because 
our country was at risk. But we have 
been trying to help people to under-
stand what is happening, what is not 
happening. 

Last night the President addressed 
the Nation with a new plan that he 
called a ‘‘new way forward.’’ Now, Mr. 
Speaker and Members, the President of 
the United States has come up with a 
lot of proposals since this debacle in 
Iraq. What he announced last night has 
been tried before, and he has failed at 
almost everything that he has at-
tempted. 

Now the President is talking about 
sending 21,000 troops to Iraq. Where are 
they going to come from? Whose fam-
ily is going to have to make the sac-
rifice? Who are these young people who 
continue to volunteer and are told that 
they are going to be serving for a cer-
tain period of time only to be stopped 
from going home when they thought 
they would be going home? Under the 
President’s plan, troops will have 
shorter amounts of time between de-
ployments and longer deployments to 
Iraq. The length of Army deployments 
will be increased from 12 months to 15 
months. Marine deployments will be 
increased to 12 months from 7 months. 
So where are these troops going to 
come from? 

The President had announced that 
the Iraqi Government had committed 

to a series of benchmarks, including 
another 8,000 Iraqi troops and police-
men in Baghdad. So what if they have 
committed to a series of benchmarks? 
So what if they don’t meet them? Then 
what? What do we do? The President 
did not say if they fail on the first 
benchmark that we are going to get 
out of there. 
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No. He just simply one more time 
said to the American people: Trust me. 
And I don’t think that many of us are 
willing to continue to trust that the 
President of the United States has a vi-
sion for where he is going with all of 
this. 

The President also said that they 
were going to force passage of long de-
layed legislation to share all revenues 
among Iraq’s sects and ethnic groups. 
Now, we have heard this oil story be-
fore. If you can recall, when the Presi-
dent first went into Iraq, they said 
they were going to get the revenues 
from the oil; it would help pay for the 
cost of the war, and it would pay for 
the reconstruction of Iraq after we 
have torn it up. And then, of course, 
the President asked that the American 
people support him in getting $10 bil-
lion for jobs and reconstruction in Iraq. 

Well, now that the oil revenues are 
not forthcoming, this is a President 
who has spent, spent, spent, created a 
deficit. This is a President that refuses 
to support many of the domestic pro-
grams that many of us would like to 
see. We would like to see more afford-
able housing. We would like to see bet-
ter schools. We would like to see com-
prehensive universal health care. But 
we cannot get the support of the Presi-
dent of the United States for these do-
mestic needs. But he tells us, now that 
he has messed up, led us into war under 
false pretenses, that we are now to pay 
for it, and there is no oil revenue there 
to do it. Well, I think that my friends 
are going to join me in helping to un-
fold what has taken place. 

At this time I would like to yield to 
the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank and congratulate the gentle-
woman from California, Ms. WATERS, 
and her partner from California for the 
great work that they have done here. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I call your at-
tention in this discussion tonight to 
what happened on Page 1 of the New 
York Times. And I read this to you for 
your consideration: 

‘‘Inviting a Battle on Capitol Hill. In 
making the effort to step up the Amer-
ican military presence in Iraq, Presi-
dent Bush invites an epic clash with 
the Democrats who run Capitol Hill, 
whose leader promised to force a vote 
on his plan. While Congress cannot 
force a change in the White House plan, 
Mr. Bush’s initiative shows that he is 
ignoring the results of the November 
elections, rejecting the central thrust 
of the bipartisan Iraq Study Group, and 
flouting some of the advice of his own 
generals. 
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